2125 Keating X Road, Saanichton, B.C. V8M 2A5

Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils of Saanich

General Meeting Minutes
November 2nd, 2017 – 7pm
District Resource Centre
6843 Central Saanich Road
 
Attendees:

COPACS Executive:  Kelly Hoffmann (Co-President), Ashley Sonosky (Co-President), Ceilidh Fear (Vice President) Niki McIlveen (Co-Secretary)
PAC Delegates and Parents:  James Taylor, Zabrina Fieldhouse, Tana Weber, Reet Dangerfield, Meghan Judson, Jen Vossen, Sheri Ramsay, Nicole Whitsitt
Board Office:  Jason Reid (District)
Board of Education Trustees:  Victoria Martin (South Zone), Tim Dunford (Central Zone)
Saanich Teachers’ Association: Don Peterson
CUPE: (regrets)
1) Welcome and Introductions – 

· Welcomed Jason Reid to our COPACS meeting
2) Approval of the Agenda
· Addition to agenda:  Section 5 addition BCCPAC
· Motion to adopt the agenda: 1. Reet Dangerfield 2. James Taylor Approved
3) Approval of the previous Minutes
· Approval of the Minutes from October 5, 2017. 1. Kelly Hoffmann 2. James Taylor, Approved  

4) Presentation 

a. The Budget- Finance and Budget will be coming in few weeks

b. Facilities Planning;


2002 – 2015 had a 20% decline (about 1000 students) which schools were closed

2017 it has gone up by 10% and has added 15 class rooms within the district, most schools are full, handout distributed about historical and present enrollment

c. Long Range Facilities Plan:
· Operating Capacity-May look at reopening Greenglade Elementary in the future - long term outlook

· Gave an overview of schools’ capacity limits which can be found on the districts website
· On November 24th there is a walk thru with Saanich regarding Prospect Lake Elementary Parking issue. Kelset and Lochside also have parking issues

5) Reports from Partner Groups present (Saanich Teachers Association; Trustees; BCCPAC)
Don Peterson:

· FSA’s-reading, writing, math – Letters have been sent home

· Teachers’ contracts- restoration of language is better, $800,000 to apply and remedy available - there are still violations but it is being worked on.

Victoria Martin and Tim Dunford:
· Committee meeting on November 14th, Board meeting November 24th and AGM in December
· BCPSEA rep will be reinstated
· There are concerns coming from Secondary schools regarding courses not being held (District has more funds for next semester)
James Taylor:

BCCPAC did a survey regarding children with special needs, 51/60 districts responded, results found that children were not allowed to stay at school, there is not enough special education teachers, parents are being told to come get their children, there are behavioral problems and not enough support.

COPACS Executive (President/Treasurer’s Report)

6) President’s Report – Kelly Hoffmann and Ashley Sonosky:  
· We have been working collectively with the Superintendent on the upcoming Policy 1100 Meeting (date: November 9, 2017 from 7-9pm) and are very much looking forward to discussing the new curriculum with the district administration during this event. If you have a child enrolled in the district, you are automatically a member of that school’s PAC, and we invite you to join us for an interactive discussion on the revised curriculum.

· Ashley has been working with families in our district that have specific and special needs to help them navigate through the system to ensure their child’s needs are being met.

· Ashley and I attended EdCamp Vic at Royal Oak Middle School on October 14th. We joined teachers, support staff, trustees, administrators & students and participated in a day full of learning, sharing and networking. We joined a discussions on individualized learning (moving away from sitting at a desk all day and giving the classroom a new look by introducing standing desks, corner sitting areas, wobble chairs, etc). This was a positive awareness that our teachers are being mindful of each child’s needs in the class to increase their learning and engagement.  Overall it was a great experience for us; it was also free, so we encourage anyone to attend future events and we will communicate when those are.

· We continue to attend all School Board Committee and General Meetings monthly, keeping up our engagement with our District partners.  

· We’d also like to note that our Twitter account is in full swing now, so if you have an account, please follow us @copacssd63 – we’re Tweeting often!

7) Treasurer’s Report – Amy Greenfield – Amy was unable to attend, No Treasurers report
Motion to approve spending up to $1000 for policy 1100 meeting 
1. Kelly Hoffmann 2. Niki McIlveen Approved
8) Old Business

LEPAC Internet Safety presentation/discussion; Nicole Whitsitt 
Shared Lochside concerns regarding lack of internet safety with Google images, Google Chromebooks and lack of supervision. They have made a committee of 8 parents who are seeking answers and ideas. They are asking professionals what this does to our children? They have met with Greg (director of IT for the district) to come up with ideas, implementing Kiddle, not using Google. James will present this to BCCPAC, was suggested to address this to the Minister of Education. Kelly and Ashley are attending the DPAC Summit conference, Agenda has not been posted yet, if not on the agenda will ask it to be added; Kelly and Ashley said they will also engage Scott Stinson at the board office.

Nicole is happy to come to PAC meetings to share their presentation regarding internet safety, email Nicole at nwhitsitt@gmail.com
It has also been cleared with the District to use Claremont to host Darren Laur’s presentation on internet safety on January 22nd, 2018 time TBA

Motion to spend up to $1500 to host Darren Laur Internet Safety presentation 1.Meghan Judson 2.Ceilidh Fear Approved

9) New Business
Policy 1100 Meeting: What is the new curriculum?
Thursday November 9th 7-9pm at Bayside Middle

BC’s newly revised curriculum

· What it is and What it isn’t

· Changes to the curriculum

· Grad Program

· Core Competencies

· Parent education

Vaccination Concerns-Moved to January‘s meeting

Next Meeting; January 11th, 2018 at 7:00pm

Motion to Adjourn  1. Reet Dangerfield  2. Ceilidh Fear Approved
